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" gPEEoH OF HON. S. A DOUGLAS,

aproRITION To THE REPOKT OF THE CONFER-
o ENCE COMMITTEE,

Idicered in fhe T. 8 Senote, April 29, 1558,
¥ir. DovsrLas—Mr, President, I have
carefully examived the bill reported by
she Committee of Conference as a substi-

tuta for the House amendment to the| 4

capgte bill for the admission of Eansas,
=:than anxious desirs to find in it such
~rovisions as would enable me to give it
;:‘- support. I had thﬂd that after the
gisagreement of the two Houses upon this
cestion, some plan, some form of bill,
wuid have been agreed upon which would
harmoniss and quiet the ecountry, and
re.unite those who agree in principle and
in political a¢tion on this great question,
o asto take it ont of Congress. I am
ot able, in the bill which is now under
eonsideration, to find that the prineiple for
which I have contended is fairly carried
gut. The position, and the sole position
on which 1 have stood in this whole con-
troversy, has been that the people of Kan-
sas and of each other Territory, in forming
s constitution for admission into the
Union a5 a State, should be left perfectly
free to form and mould their domestic
institutions and organic act in their own
way, withont coercion on the one side, or
soy improper or undue influence on the
other.

The question now arises, is thers such
s submission of Ih_e Lecompton eonstitu-
ton as brings it fairly within that princi-

s? In terms, the constitution is not
sabmitted to all ; but yet we are told that
it amounts to a submission, because there
isa land grant attached to it, and they are

itted to vote for the land grant, or
aguinst the land grant ; and, if they accept
the land grant, then they are required to
ko the constitution with it ; and, if they
reject the land grant, it shall be held and
deemed a decision against coming into
the Union under the Lacompton constitu-
tipn, Hence it has been argued in one
wrtion of the Union, that this is a submiss-
ion, and in another portion, that it is not.
We are to be told that submission is po
ular sovereignty in one section, and uut
mission in another section is not popular
sovereignty,

§ir, I bad hoped that when we came
finally to adjust this question, we should
have been able to employ langaage so
clear, s0 unequivocal, that there would
have been no room for doubt as to what
was meant, and what the line of policy
was in the future, Are these people left
frea to take or reject the Lecompton con-
stitution ? I they accept the land grant,
thay are compelled to takeit. Ifthey reject
the land grant, they are out of the Union,

8ir, T have no special objection to the
land gract s it is. I think it is a fair
ove,and if they had put the further ad-
dition, that, if they refused to come in
under the Lecompton constitution with
the land grant, they might proceed to
form a new constituticn, and that they
should then have the same amount of
lands, thers would have been no bounty
beld out for coming in under the Lecomp-
ton coustitution ; but when the law gives
them the six million of acres in the event
they take this constitution, and does not
indicate what they are to have in the
event they reject it, and wait until they
can form another, I submit the question
whether there is not an inducement, a
bounty held out to infinence these penrln
ta vote for the Lecompton constitution ?

It may be said that when' they attain
theninety-three thousand population, or if
they wait until after 1860, if they acquired
the population required by the then ratio—
which may be one hundred and ten thou-
fand—and form a constitution under it,
we shall give them the same amount of
land that is now given by this grant. That
may be so, and may uot be so, I believe
it will be s0; and yet in the House bill,
for which this is a snbstitute, the provi-
sion was that they should have this same
amount of land, whether they came in
usder the Lecompton constitution, or
whether they formed a new constitution.
_ There was no doubt, no nncertainty left
in regard to what were to be their rights
under the land grant, whether they took
the one constitution or the other. Hence
toat proposition was a fair submission,
withoat any penalties on the one side or
any bouuty or special favor or privilege
on the othor, toinfluence theirsction, In
this view of the case, I am not able to
arrive at the conclnsion that this is a fair
submission, sither of the question of the
constitution itself, or of admission into the

tion under the constitution, and the pro-
Position submitted by this bill.

Again, sir, there is a further contin-
gency.  In the event that they reject this
constitution, they are to stay out of the
Union until they shall attain the requisite
population for a member of Congress,
sccording to the then ratio of representa-
tion in the other House. 1 have no ob-
jection to making it a gencral rule that
Territories shall be kept out until they

ve the requisite population. I have
IToposed it over and over again. I am
willing tg agrea to it and make it appli-
cable to Kansas if you will make it &
l!'“;l_e'.:l rule,

dut, sir, it is one thing to adopt that
Tule as a general rule and adhere o it in

Cafes, and it is a very different and a
wgﬁy distinet thing to provide that if they
'fe take this constitution, which the peo-
Ple have shown that they abbor, they may
Emﬂ in with forty thousand people, but
g ey do nat, they shall stay out until

€Y get ninoty thonsand, thus discrimi-
iing between the different character of
m-&mﬁu may be formed. 1 sub-
. nruuon whether it is not Con-
Eressional intervention when you provide
1t & Territory may come in with one

:za of constitution with forty ghonsand,

with  different kind of constitution, |

Lot until she i

budreg g:umytbomnd.orm

intars and twenty thousand ? It is
nonwithinlﬁ

ence the pegative vote, T submit the
question, whether that ple are left
perfectly free to form and regulate their
institutions or not ? 1 insist that where
there are inducements on one side, and
penalties on the other, there & no free-
dom of election. . The election must be
free. The electors must be left unbiased
by the action of the government, if yeou
are going to bave fair elections and s fair
ecision,

For these reasons I do not think that
this bill brings the question within that
principle which 1 have held dear, and in
defence of which I have stood here for the
last five months, battling against the large
msjority of my political friends, and in
defence of which 'Iminund to stand as long
as I have any associalion or connection
with tha polities of thecoantry, I must
repeat, that I do not think this brings it
within the principle thus laid ‘down, nor
do the Democracy ¢f Illinois think this
bill comes within that principle. We
have recently held a State convention.

Public mestings were held in ninety-
aight of the one hundred and odd coun-
ties, In ninety-sevenm of these pounties,
resolutions were d endomsing the
course of the delegation in Congress upon
this question. In one county the cppo-
site policy you see sustained. That was
the county of Lake, a county where the
Bepublicans have an overwhelming ma-
jority—perhaps 10 or 20 to one over the
Democrats, and where there were just
Democrats enough to hold the post-office
and custom-house, and to fiil the light-
houses, That one county was carried by
the Lecom men, 27 of them in num-
ber, I think; the other 97 counties were
being carried by the anti-Lecompton men,
and in nearly all of them by an unani-
mous vote. That convention representing
the entire State, embodied more of the
eminent and distinguished men—men of
weight, of character, moral, political, and
social, than any convention ever assembled
in the State,

[Here the Ssnator quoted the resolu-
tions adopted by the [llinvis State Con-
vention, which have already been printed. ]

I have had appeals made to me from
political friends, whom I respect aud
esteem, imploring me to yield this great
principle on this question in consideration
of o many concessions being made on the
other side. Some of that glorious band of
Democrats, who have been acting with
me on this question during the session,
have felt it their duty thus to yield, be-
lieving, as they .think, that they have
secured a substantinl triumph in this
great contest, Bir, I desire no personal
triumph. I have not stood here for five
months in conflict with men with whom
I have acted a whole lifetime, struggling
for a personal tinmph. Hence, bocause
they have mado concessiony, that fact
ought not to change my course, unless
those concessions are of such a nature as
to give mo tho principles for which 1
contend,

If tha object was to prove that the Le-
compton men had backed down, and
abandoned their original ground, I could
parade the fact that at the openiug of this
session we were told that Kansas must
come in under the Lecompton comstita-
tion unconditionally, or else that four
States would segede from the Union. J¢
was then an unconditional admission. Af-
ter & while, npou reflection, upon investi-
gation, the conclusion was arrived atthat it
was wise to put aclause in the billinsome
way recoguizing the right of the peaple
of that State to change their constitntion
befors 1864, although, according to my
construction of its terms, it prohibited any

change until that period. Hers was a|

concession mmde, s grest concession, a

concession which I mover conld have| g

made, on whichever side of the question
1 may have been, for the reason that I do
not belisve Congress has any right to alter
or constrie suthoritatively a State con-
stitution,

It was not satisfactory to me to have
Congress, in pursusnce of the recommend-
tion of the President, intervens and recog-
nize, by any implication, the right of the
people to eL.nga their State constitution
in a manner different from that prescribed
in the instrument itsclf. Ideny theright
of Congress to intervene and authorita-
tively construe the constitution of a State.
If the constitution was theiract and deed ;
if it embodied their will, it was sacred, and

it ought not to be touched in any respect |

whatever, except to receive it uncondition-
ally, or reject it unconditionally. That
concession was made; but still it did not
reach the point, which I had felt it my
duty to make, It did not come to my
principle, I do not claim that Senators
are under any more obligaticn to come to
me than I am to go to them. Teclaim the
right to determine for myself, according
to my own judgment and my own con-
science, what my duty is to a great funda-
meutal prineiple ; and if Senators cannot
bring the bill within the principle, I must
exercise my right and duty of dissenting
from it. I did not think that concession
brought it within the principle, or obviated
any of my objections. It only made the
bill more olnoxious to me by violating
another principle equally sacred im our
political system, that of the soversignty
of the States.

Next came the declaration that the Free
State Legislature was elected ; and hence,
if Kansas was forced into the Union with
a avery constitution, against the
will of the people, it would not last long,
for the reason there was a Free State
i who would immediately take
steps to change it, and abolish slavery.
That argoment did pot address itsell
favorably to my judgment, for the reason
that it did not affect the principla involved.
What difference did it make, so far asthe
principle was concerned, whether there
was a majority of Free State men or a
masjority of very men in that Leg-
bat difference did it make
to me whather there was a majority of
Democrats, or a majority of Belnhliam.
or & majority of Americans in Legis-
latnre; provided they were fairly and hon-
estiyeelected ?  If ihe people of Eansas

ature, they

hiad a right to it. they desired a Re-
,they had aright to it.
purely

These various concessions could not con-
trol votes enongh to carry thebill. What
next? Then comes a disagreement be-
tween the two Houses of Congress; the
Senate insisting upon the bill which it
had passed for the admission of Lecompton
unconditionally, except what is called
the Green amendment, and the Houss
insisting on the bill which it had
as a substitute, known as the Crittenden-
Montgo Bill.

The Committes of Conference provides
for a question of submission to the people,
but what do they submit? The Chair-
man of that Committee of Conference, the
Seuator from Missouri (Mr. Green) has
informed you that the Constitution is not
submitted ; the Seoator from Virginia
(Mr. Hunter), who was bis colleague on
the Commities, Las informed that
the Constitution is not submitted ; and I
beliave both of them have added that they
would not vote for the bill if the Constitn-
tion was submitted. I understand that
similar déclarations have been made in the
other House of Congress by the members
of the Committee of Conference, there
showing that that was their understanding
aud their construction of this bill

| that unfairness wonld have been perpe-

trated in the election. Under that board,
as prescribed by the Senator from Ken-
tucky, you would have the assurance from
the very law itself that one-half the judges
of election would belong to one party,
one-half to the other; and that one<half
of theclerks wounld belong to one, and one-
balf to the other.

Bat how is it when you add s fifth
member to the board, and provide that
the board shall consist of five, the two
presiding officers of the Legislature, and
then the Governor, Secretary, and the
District Attorney, making three United
States officers, and declare that three shall
constitute the board ? Is it not clear that
if these thpee gentlemen choose, they
have all the judges of election and
clerks of election, and all the nn.%
officers of one class of political faith, the
same as Mr, Calhoun did at the elections
which took place on the 21st of December
and the first Monday in January 7 Does
not the change in this respoct give ground
for apprehension thal you may have the
Oxford, the Shawnee, and the Delaware
Crossing, and Kickapoo frauds re-enacted
at this election ? I should have been bet-

ted ; if the peopie arenot allowed to vote
for it or sgainst i, freely, without a boun-

how can it be said that it comes within
the great principle of populsr soversign-
ty which, I insist, ought to be carried out
in all the Territories.

It is po answer to this ohjection to tell
me that, because men have conceded so
much, Ioughtto concede. No matter

are, if they have not conceded the princi-
ple for which I contend, I cannot take
what they propose, It is not for me to
say whether these concessions are right
or wrong, whether they are wise orunwise,
It is enongh for me that the principle for
which I insist has not been clearly and
distinetly recognized in this bill. I dis-
like the indirection by which the submis-
sion is proposed to be made—made to de-
pend on a land grant, In order to compel
the people of Kaunsas to reject the Le-
compton constitution, you compel them to
vote against a land t, that every man,
woman and child inthe Territory would
desire to have. You will not allow them

Then, if the Constitution is not submit- i

ty on one side or a penalty on the other, | two representinz the Federal Government,

how many and how great thair concessions |-

ter satisfied if it had been left as the House
Bill left it, with the four commissioners,
two from each political party in Kansas,

two representing the people of the Terri-
tory, Tequiring three o be a quorum, thus
rendering it impossible for partisan politics
to control the action of the board. The
very fact that it was deemed necessary or
wise to change this feature, is to ms a se-
rions objection to this proposition. _
Then, sir, what is my duty upon this
question, under this state of the case ? I
have but one line of duty, and that is to
vote against the bill ; because, in my opin-
ion, there is not & fair submission to the
people under such circumstances as to in-
sure an unbinsed election and fair returns.
I have indicated two amendments, which,
if they had been made, would have en-
abled me to support this bill, notwith-
standing other defects in it I will
indicate another, I am willing % sub-
scribe to the principle that a Territory shall
contain the requisite population for a
member of Congress before admission, pro-
vided itis madea general law. 'I'he Sen-

to take the land grant unless they take
the constitution with i, and you will not
allow them to proceed immediately and
make a new constitution, with the same
population, and have the same land grant,
if they rgject this. If you did that, then
the principle would be fairly carried out,
but unless you do allow thatto be done, 1
insist that the principle is violated.

Now, Mr, President, I can say to you
very fraokly, that if there were two
amendments made to this bill, although it
would still be somewhat objectionable in
its equivocal features, I could and would
take groat pleasure in giving it my sup-
port.  One wonld be tostrike out the land
grant altogether, and the other to strike
out the limitation as to population. Then
the simple question presented to the
people would be, will you come in under
the Lecompton constitution or not ? and if
you do not you, may proceed immediately,
with the same population, to make anew
constitution. 1lothat there wounld be per-
fact fairness ; there would be no Congres-
sional intervention with its inducements to
control the results, Or, if you wanted to
leave the land grant in, w'hy uot make
it applicable to the new constitution as
well as the old one, as the Crittenden
amendment did 2 Then they would get
the same amouut of land under the one as
the other. In other words, if you wish to
make this proposition fair, you must give

ansas the same land, underany new con-

ator from Ohio (Mr. Pugh), yesterday
cited me as authority forthat provision of
this bill. . He referred to my report, as
chairman of the Committee on Territories,
and the bill sccompanying it, in 1856, iu
which I then provided that Kansas might
Eroeeed to form a constitntion when she

ad the requisite population, to-wit: 93,-
420, vnder the present ratio, That was
my judgment then of the true rule upen
the subject.

He quotes also a proposition that I have
brought in at this very session as o substi-
tute for the Arizona bill, providing a gen-
eral law that no Territory sball ever form
a constitution and State government until
it has the requisite population for a mem-
bur of Congress. 1 am for that proposiiion
now, and if Senators will consent to any
arrapgement by which you can strike om
the whole of this bill, and in lien of it in-
sert a provision that neither Kausas nor
any other Terrilory of the United Statea
shall proceed to form a constitution aesd
State government for admission into the
Unrion until it has the requisite popuolation
for & member of Congress, according to the
existing Federal ratio, I will give it my
support.

ut, sir, if I require it in Kansas, I wish
to require itin other Territories ; and if 1
am to apply that limitation to the new
coustitution that is to be made, I wish to
apply it to the one that is in existence. I
mn not willing to preseribe one ratio to
one kind of coostitution and enother ratio,

stitotion sho may form, as you do under
this one, and yon must allow her to come
in with the same population under the one
es under the other constitution. Then
therawould be fairness, then there would
be equality.

I appeal to my friend from Virginia to
know wiether he, a5 a Sonthern man, de-
sires to see the principle of Congressional
intervention (o control and influence the
voting of the peopls carried out hereafter
in the admission of new States. The time
may come when the case will be reversed.

The time may come when there will be
an auti-slavery majority in both Houses of
Cougress. When that time comes it may
{ 50 happen that a bill may be brought for-
| ward with a land grantof ten million acres
| for a free State and five million fora slave
State, or allowing a free State to come in
with a population of forty thousaud, and
providiog that = slave State shall not
come in without ninety thousand. Would
our Southern friends regard that as being a
Jair interpretation of the principies ¢ T'
lar sovereignty? 'Would they notsay that
was the most dangerous and uncoustitu-
tional system of intervention that wasever
devised, when the Federal Government
steps into the Territories, and by its boun-
ties on one side, and its penalties on the
other, attempls to influence and control
the action of the people ?

I do not regard this ss 2 matter of much
consequence o Kapsas; 1 do not believe
there is enough iu this bounty, or enough
in this penaliy, to exercise any material
influeuce upon the people of Kansasin
{ this election ; but it invelves the great
| fupdamental principle, it imvolves the
| principle of freedom of election, and it in-
volves the great principles cf self-govern-
ment upon which our institations rest. —
With all the anxiety that I have had tobe
able to arrive to a conclusion in harmony
with the overwhelming majority of my
political friends in Congress, I vould not

ing my judgment or conscience to the
conclusion that this was & fair, impartial,
and equal application of the principle.

There is another objection to this prop-
osition, one that looks badly upon its face.
I take it for granted thut it was intended
to be fair and just; but it gives canse for
apprehension, and will generate suspicion
ununt; the people that the election under
it will not be, and cannot be, fair. I al-
lude to the provision as to the board of
commissionens.

By the bill framed by the eminent Ser-
aﬂm: &?f ]iKBenmcky,_ nad by the

ouse presentatives,
a board of four

to another kind. Make it uniform, and it
can have my support. 1 have on all
proper occasions indicated that as the
| proper rule—in 1836, as the Senator from
| Ohio proved ; at this session again, as he
| proved yesterday by reading the bill offer-
| ed by me; and I repeat now that, if you
{ will strike out all of this bill b s the clause
| that Kansas shall not come in uatil she
| has the requisite population for a member
| of Congress, and then say that this section
| is incorporated into and made part of the
| organic law of each of the Territories of
| the United States, and that none shall
| come for admission until they bave that
| population, I will give it my suppor
In other words, Mr. President, I desire
to carry out the principle of leaving the
| people to decide E themselves in perfect
fairness.. I will sapport no rule applicable
to the North that does not apply to the
South. I will make no rule applicable to
the South that I am not willing to apply
to the North. I will not intervene either
* for slave constitutions or against slave con-
stitutions by anact of Congress, holding
out bounties on the one side or penalties
on the other. Stand on the great pnnci-
ple of equality;-leave each State on an
exact footing with every other State ; pev-
er enquire whether her institutions are of
this character or that character ; never in-
quire whesher the State is inthe North or
in the South, and I will stand with you
aud apply the rule with exact justice and
impartiality in every instance.

Mr. President; Isay now, asI am about
to take leave of this subject, that I can
never consent to violate that great princi-
ple of State equality, of State sovereignty,
of populsr sovereiguty, by any discrimi-
nation, sither in the one direction orin the
iother, My position is taken. I know
not what its consequences will be person-
ally tome. I willnot enquire what those
consequences may ba, If I cannot remain
in public life, holding firmly, immovably,
to the great principie of self-government
and State equality, I shall go into private
life, where I can preserve the respect of
my own conscience, under the couviction
that I have done my duty and followed
| the principle wherever its logical conse-
| quences carried me.

{7~ We perceive that Mr, Cox, of Ohio,
intenda printing a letter of Governor
Walker, of Kansas, to support his position.
“When we met Governor Walker, a few
daysnES, his position was boldly sssumed
thut the
should

ple of Kansas would and
this last scheme of their

country of itself, it includes, with their

tal to

- The West

* I'henr thetread of pionecers,
OF nations yot o ba;
The first low wash of waves, where soon
Shall roll a human sos;
oclemenis of empire here
Are plastic yat and warm,
The chang of s mighis world
1s n‘;nru;’l;w_ iﬁlfy I'nsl'_n—!_
and joss ragment 000
11 ﬁniagﬂp!:eelsh:!!mﬂ‘nd. -
he raw_materials of & State
Tts wusale and its mind,"—WaITTIER.
This west of ours is a great country,
Look at it8 extient. It reaches almost
from the tide waters of the Esstern At-
lantic to the low water mark of the West-
ern Pacific, and from chilly Superior to
torrid Texas,

Sse how many proud States, ench one a

differest social systems.

Obio and Tadiana, with their old fash-
ioned civilization, the growth of less than
a gencration of toil. Wisconsin, Michi-
gau and the far North-West, with their
small free-labor farms displaying a pear
approach to practical democratic equal-
ity ; Illinois with its bread fields and
vast farms to be in & few vears the high-
est example of the application of capi-
ngriculture ; Missouri and the
South-West, with their rich plantations
representing in a new country the feudal-
ity of the Old World ; Utah with jts
practical communism and its' fanatical
sociality ; California with its well nigh
fabulous wealth and its barbaric magnifi-
cence ; and Oregon’s chain of settlement
binding the forest of the Western slope
to the flood of the Western ocean, as with
abrooch of human destiny.

See its grand proportions: its lakes
that would float the naviesof the world ;
its rivers that collect the waters ofla: con-
tinent ; its mountaips tipped with eter-
nal snow ; and its broad, beautiful prai-
ries, once the zardens of the wild verdure
and luxuriant flora, and fast bacoming the
model farms of the world,

But more voble than all its greatness
of extentand grandeur of beauty, is the
rapidity of the civilization of this glori-
ous rezion, Thetide of travel, with its
spring and antumn flow and ebb, is inun-
dating this West with the commerce and
civilization, the riches and refinements of
the Eastern and olderregionsof the earth,
Homes are peering out from the dark
richness of lE: prairies, and nestling in
the shadows of the old forests; the fence
of the settler intercepts the Indian's trail
and hearth-stones have supplanted coun-
cil fires. '

Railronds are creating channels of traf-
fic, and directing the current of sympa-
thies, and the locomotive, as it follows
the star of empire on its westward way,
draws a nation in its train.

The past of the Westis rich in bold and
daring deeds, its present is filled to the
brim with unexampled enterprise, and its
future is overflowing with inconceivable
auticipations,

The West iz not yet an atam of what
it is to be. Though now inthe far West,
the Valley of the Mississppl is the geo-
graphioal centre of North America ; and
the richness of that noble stream is vet
to run like a golden thread through the
very centre of the Union,

W heq this great Republic is a continent
—wide in its extent, as it must be—the
West will be its centre; and those vigo-
rous young States we are building up will
be the graud centres of the Confederacy.

Every prairie will teem with inbabi-
tanis—every brook will turn a clattering
mill—the minerals that lie beueath the
#oil will be diligently dug forth—the conn-
try shall be verdant with farms, and the
towns shall be crowded with factories.

Then here beneath fairer than Italian
skies, shall be heaped upthe wealth, and
enjoyed the refivements of the world ;
and we do not dream wildly when we im-
agine that somewhere in this prolific val-
ley shall be the mammoth central depot of
the world, where the commerce of all na-
tions shall commingle, where in fying
trips sround the world, shall meet trav.
elers, speaking sll the languages of the
babbling earth.

Who wouldn't be of the West, west-
ern ?— Waulkesha Republican.

The Ironton, Mo, Furnace is but little
less olcquent under the same heading:

Loss than a century ago our Union
comprised thirteen small States on the
Atlantic seaboard. West of the Missis-
sippi, with a few exceptions, was a waste
and howling .wildemness, where mought
was heard save the howling beast, and
the warwhoop of the savage,

The great changes that have since tak-
en place are unprecedented in the annals
of the world. The Alleghany Moun-
taius bave long since been passed and the
Great Valley of the Mississippi is now
being filled up with the tide of emigration
as it pours itselfalopg. Civilization, with
its halls of worship and temples of learn-
ing, has swept away the forest before it
and it will not end its glorious mission un-
til it has traversed the Bocky Mountains
and holds full communion with the Pacific,

The plains of the West are flooded
with teeming millions, and still there is
room for more—room enough for the east-
ern farmer to come and settle down with
all hissons around him—for the man of
wealth and eaterprise to come and baild
up large towns—for the poor to come and
carve out a comfortable home—for the
stranger, the oppressed and the exile, to
come and fix their domicils amid those
civil and religious esjoyments which are
alone t be perpetuated under the forms
aud suspices of a republican goveroment;
yes, there is room enough for the thou-
sands yot to come.

The section of the country bordering on
the.~ Missi iEpi is now advancing in
wealth, intelligence and refinement with
an astonishing rqmllt{' Take for instance

3 i i he wildest dreams
of the post never pictured a vision more
casivg than the reality we see every day
transpiring around ns! The iron horse is
beating his track farther snd farther
and wooded mountains
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dMire closes the programme and the eyes of

A Bew Yorker in Xansas,

Mr. Simoxsow, the sble Washington
correspendent of the N. Y. Times, recently
paid a visit to Eensas, From a letter
dated at Leavenworth, on the 28th of
April, published in the Times, we copy

Immigration is still pouring into the
Territory, though in far smaller streams
than a year Nevertheless, one moets
half & dozen immigrant wagons on every
mile of road—esch drawn by two or three
yoke of oxen, with a" cow led at the tail-
board, end a surly dog bringing up the
rear. The wagons are all covered, and
well filled with varied cargoes, on the top
of ‘which may generally be seen hall _QL
dozen ruddy-faced children, peering ous|
from under the cover at every passing]
traveler. Ranged along the outside of the
vehicle hang an ax, a tea-kettle and a
frring-pan—the universal implements of
cookery upon these migratory trips. The
camp of one of these emigrating families
is interesting to the novice in life on the
Plaing. At the close of s weary day's ride,
tha team is hauled up along the side of
some water-oourse, or in the edge of a
thicket, or under the brow of a hill which
affords protection against the wind when
it is too high for an out-door lodging—
The children and the mother gladly dis-
mounnt from their perch upon the house-
hold goods; aud while those who are old
enough, assist in turning out the cattle to
graze, and in collecting mgterial fora fire,
the *“ old man" pitches the apology for a
tent. A rousing fire soon blazes, the
sliced bacon hisses in the pan, the Johnny
cake is baking, the kettle #i.gs, the cow is
milked, and then supper is ready. Half
an hour's chat by the liberal and generous

all—a good-sized log or the stump of a
tree having first been fairly ignited for the
preservation of a due amount.of “ caloric”
during the night. Riding in the night, at
this season, one msy see any number of
these camp-fires illuming the prairie—
and pleasing and picturesque scenes they
are, apparently so full of rude and robust
comfort, that a beholder from the great
over-crowded City, forgets his ;I_vapeﬁria
in very envy of the squatter's healthful
indepeudence,

Many a reader is asking himself whether
Kausas offers him inducements for emi-
grating bither! A word tosuch. Kansas
is already full of clerks, who, having no
capital, must get into the service of those
who have, or starve, Lhere s noroom here
Jor such., The soil is upsurpassed, and the
climate fine, In a few years, Kansas will
be one of the richest agricultural States in
the Union. But the cities and towns are
already in advance of the country, for the
reason that the settlers have net yet got
their farms under cullivation, and a great
maoy of them are almost helpless for want
of money tomake essential and indispens-
abic improvement. No manshould come
here, therefor: live in the towns unless
he has capital, and the knowledge and
skill to émploy it. For such there is
abundant room. There is almost mno
money in ths country, for all of it has been
seraped together during ths last few
months by pre-emption claimants, to pay
up for their lands prior to the July sales.
Five per cent. a month is the usual rate of
interest, and five per cent. is paid even in
Government d where the cash is
wanted for them. But farmers and me-
chanics, who have a few hundred dollars
with which to help themselves, will still
find advantageous openings back in the
country alittle ways. They mustrememn-
ber, however, that lumber sells: for from
$50 to $80 a thousand, and that they will
be compelled to ercct their own shanty,
and live in it until they have time and
opportunity to get out the stone and put
a more commodious and more durable
building. Even in the towns it is almost
impossible to rent a dwelling, and even
when it can be done, the cost is just about
six times as great ss in New-York or
Washington.

The National, in Lecompion,
SimoxToN, the T¥mes correspondent,
gets off a good thing at the expense of the
“National,” in Lecompton. Speaking of
the public places in the city, he says :—
The hotels are curiosities—especiall
the * National.” You never saw a hnn{
grier set of men than dropped out of our
coach upon arrival, and begged permission
to pay 50 cents each for supper. Visions
of savory steak and all the “fixins™ were
5 ily brushed away as we sat down to
unconquerable sole-leather, vensrable
butter, and muddy coffee without cream,
The thriftless nspect of the entire
establishment, and the sight of the sable
faces behind our chairs, suggested the fact
that we were not the guests of a Yankee
host. * Have you any milk ¥ we mod-
estly asked. *“Got none, massa!” was
the melancholy reply. “Why, how is
that #’ we ventured again ; “ have no
cows in the cou::rly 7 “No,ssh! can’t
keep um i'yere,—dey done gone sll run
plum offL” The call for eggs succeeded
no better—for our attendants assured us
that even the hens wouldn't stay with
“massa,” 1 have witnessed just such
sbortive attempis at tavern keeping not
s bundred miles west of the Potomae, and
was not taken by surprise when in re-
sponse to my query Sambo said, “ Massa
cum from Ole Virginny.”

{7~ The people of Kausas can now
accept or reject the Im’rnn Constita-
tion as they please. If they
under the interpretation of the Adminis-
tration, they can immediately amend it to
suit themselves —.Adnn Ardor Agus.

That is nof the “interpretation of the
Administration,”—nothing of the kind in
the English bili, and every man, almost,
who voted for it, voted to sirika out that
* int * from Green's bill. The
Adminidtration deny the power of the
people to amend the Comstitution beflore

the following — .

souls, The Temri
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Correspendemce of the New York Harald,
” The Indisn Territery.
After leaving Neosho, we strike the Tn.
dian Territory at a distance of about six-
teen miles, Althou‘;h_ there is no promi-
nent landmark dividing the Termritory from
- Missouri, yet the traveler can instantly
‘observe the changs, We soon discover
‘that we have left the smiling farms and
neat cottages of the white man, for the
bunting grounds and the wigwams of the
Indian. .
“The first tribe we come to after entering
the Termitory is the Sanecas. This tribe
formerly lived in the central of the
Bmw ‘New l;m-k. from whm% ﬂ:i‘l-
soms thirty years ago. ¥ do
sot now number more than two hundred
which they occapy
some of the finest agricaltursl
land to be found in the world. The soil
is excellent for corn, hemp, cotton, tobac-
:’o, &c., lmd many offl.hhe I'armrzr; frequent-
¥ maise large cropsof these uclions,
We leave the Senccas ntpﬁrmd River,
and cross over into the Cherokee Nation,
We cross the river at the Gilstrep ferry by
ford. It is a beautiful stream, of about a
hundred yards in width, and some three
feet 10 depth, with an excellent gravel and
rock bottom. It is the opinion of geood
judges that this river might easily be
made navigable for searly a hundred miles
from its mouth, which enters into the Ar-
kansas at Fort Gibson. If this could be
done, it would open an excellent market
for the produce which is and could be
raised slong the river.

The Cherokee Nation pumbers about
eighteen thousand souls, There are but
few full-blooded Indians now among the
Cherokees, 50 grest has smalgamation
been going on armong them for the past
fifteen or twenty years. In fact, a iull
blooded Cherokes is almost a curiosily |
among the Cherokees themselves, They
own fine farms, with coal mines and salt
works, at the latier of which there is an
average of a hundred bushels of sali man-
ufactured every day. Along the main
thoroughfares the settlements are very
sparse, the greater portion of them being
near the streams. Their soil is capable of

ucing most abundant crops of corn,
ax, hemp, tobacco, &c. They are rapid-
ly improving in comfort and civilization,
and have excellent farms, well stocked and
furnished with many of the most approved
farming implements. Their form of gov-
erument is very much like that of the
United States, their Constitution being
very similar. They have several fine
schools, where the children are taught the
common English branches, Their per-
manent school fund is about $200000.—
A large number of the half-breeds and
mixed Cherckees are agitating the subject
of joining with the other nations, forming
& State Government, and applying for ad-
mission into the Union. This step, I am
informed, meets with considerable favor
from John Ross, the chief of the Cherokee
nntion, Who s bineself wearly & full-biood-
ed Scotchman, DBut the proposition is
scouted at by the full-blooded Indians.—
They have noides of giving up their pres-
ent form of government for that ofa State
government. The more intslligent look
upon the movemeat as being the initiary
step towards driving them from the Terri-
tory. They say, thatif a State govern-
ment should be formed, the white popu-
lation would pour in upon them in such
numbers, that in a few years they wonld
drive the red man from the country, and
assume the entire control of the affairs of
the Government.

The country through which we passed
from Neosho to Fort Gibson presents some
of the finest scenery the eye ever beheld,
The road runs the whole distance through
a mountainous prairie, with occasional
groves of fine timber. About midway be-
tween thess two points, we cross a small
mountain, about forty feat in beight.—
From its summit, the sight was most sub-
lime and beauntiful, All around & grand
panorama spread before us ; valleys herb-
aged with green, veined with brooks and
besprinkled with forests of osk, lookin
like islands in a sea. All hands
awhile, gazing on the scene of beauty, and
then on.

The roads over which we have traveled
are some of the finest natural roads I have
ever seen, 'The soil is a sandy loam, and
absorbs the water to such an exteut, that,
in twelve hours after a drenching rain,
with & warm sun, the roads are entirely
free from mud. Al most seasons of the
year, these roads are equal to the best
macadamized roads in the East.

We crossed the Arkansas river at Forl
Gibson, Naztmthuﬂimunr 3 '.;lhh-m
is the ] tributary of the Mississippi
thuugh.?:? the most im t. I':F:;
pavigable ss far up as Fort Gibson
small bosts, . The land along the river
very productive and well timbered. The
amount of Territory drained by this river
and its tributaries is estimated to contain
176,000 square miles.

mation ohf’ c-h Bu&;l rmm&min the Ter-
ri which wo open country to
utdemut, would bring on s “ new slavery
sgitation.” Hesays:

“The greater portion of the wealthy in-
habitants of the Temitory own more or

less slaves, and wonld consent to no form
of government, that would them
of thisright.” But the number of slaves
and slaveholders in the Territory is so in-
significant, that no “ agitation”

subject is likely to be either i or
‘m-ﬁf'd" correspondent red the

ent uces

estimate of slaves among the Cherokees
to one There are not y
four times that number smong all the In-
dians in the Termitory.

A smount of wagon emigration,
ed the — ;.“Mmmnmhd;;
mmm is turni

, Walnut creek, i
Cottonwood Falls, the bead waters of
A I -
this emigration, principally
'!'Iul:ca?othl-ﬁn
tens 4 one
proderd-af ey A e
We bid sl ﬂl?
enough in Kansas “’-d“p
more. Come on, gentlemen, us
Chasmpson. i

This correspondent thinks that the for- | vy
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DerirrMEST oF STATE, N
‘Washington, Mxy 7, 1258
J. W. ‘l}nm s E
Territory 7 i—
u a copy of the Act of Congress spprov-
{dc 4th fo, 1838, “ for the dm'mnmof
the State of Kansas into the Union''=——
Your dnties under this Act are of the most
delicate and important character ; but they
arv clearly and distincily defined by the
act itself, 3
Congress was not satisfied, as you will
ive, with the ordinance at

tion there assembled, in regard to the
blic Iands, desming the grants to the
g.huotmmmin contained, too ex-

tensive and beyond former ents in
similar cases. They have -
to the of Kansas to sssent 'o

guch s change in the ordinance ssinstated
in the Act, reducing the quantity of lands
granted, so as to conform to the grant in
the bill now before Congress for tha ad-
mission of Minnesota. This question is
properly left to Kansas to be decided ata
popular election. The Act prescribes that
“ gt the said ion the voting shall be
by ballot, and by endorsing on his ballot
as ench voter may please, “ Proposition
A " op “ Proposition Rejectad.”—
Should &

“ Proposition Accepted,” the President of
the United States, as soon as the fact is
duly made known to him, shall announce
the same by proclamation ; ard thereafter
and withont any farther slmdlnp on
the part of Congress, the admission of the
State of Kansas into the Union on sn equal
footing with the original States, in all re-
whatever, shall be complete
absolute, &c. But should a majority-of
the votes cast be for* Proposition Re-
jected,” it shall be deemed mnd held that
the people of Kausas do not desire admis-
sion into the Urion with said Constitution,
under the conditions set forth in the said
oposition. They will then remain in a
gm-iwrid condition, until “ it is ascertain-
ed by a census duly and leglly taken,
that the population of eaid Territory
equals or exceeds the ratio of Representa-
tion required for a member of the House
of Representatives of the Congress of the
United States,” upon which ascertainment
the people of IE said Territory, * are
anthorized and ampawerad to form them-
selves a Constitution and State Govern-
meat” in the manner prescribed by the
Act.
Under the second section of the Act,
yourself, the District Attorney, the Sec-
retary of the Territory, the President of
the B;mucil and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives are constituted a
of Commissioners to conduct this impor-
tant election, The President has entire
confidence that so far ss in you lies, the
election will be fairly and properly con-
ducted. Your powers and your duties are
sufficiently pointed out by the Act, and
by your previous instractions. It ia greatly
to Ka desired that the five Commissioners
should act in concert in albtheir eed-
ings, The President, sbove sl things,
dosires that there should be a fair expres-
sion of the popular will on this important
question ;. and that aoy. C who may
commit or attempt to commit the fraads
punishable under the Act, may be prose-
cuted with the ntmost rigorof the law, It
is 1o be boped that the people of Kansas,
relieved from all outside influences, may
be left to decide tll:a qne;:win for l.hml’-
relves, whether they will imm t
come into the Union under the .mu
of the Act, or will remain in & Territorial

condition until their Ehﬁon is egual
a Bepressnta.

to the Humber requi
tive to Con, "

Enclosed herewith you will receive fonr
copies of the Act referred to, one of which
you will send to each of the Commission-
ers named in the Act, in order that they
may be properly informed of their desig-
pstions, At the same time, you will pro-
vide for an early meeting of the Commis-
sioners, so that the election required by the
Act may take without unnecessary
delay, and that all suitable arrangements
may be made for this
idout earnestly hopes that thess
ments will be sucessful id securing a free
and fair election, and that st the present
important crisis the peace of the Territory
may not be interrupted,

he Act for the admission of Kansas

ought to be extensively circulated among®
the people, because the question to be de-
cided by them is one of vast importance,
and may involve the wolfare and proa-
perity of their fine Territory for a long

jes of the Act privted in this city sad
forwarded to you immediately for cir-
e .

You will not probably cmvens.the Board
witil after the appointment of a new District
Attorney for the Territory. A nominstion
for this purpose will be sent to the Sonate
on Mondsy next Should you deem it
advisable, you are at liberty blish the

-t 1

majority of the votes cast be for

The Pres. _
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